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DOC A 

The Arrival of Europeans  

The arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean in 1492 had a tremendous impact on the future of that 

region. The passage below describes that arrival. It is taken from an abridgement of Columbus’ personal journal 

made by Bartholome de las Casas.  

“In order to win the friendship and affection of that people, and because I was convinced that their conversion to 

our Holy Faith would be better promoted through love than through force, I presented some of them with red 

caps and some strings of glass beads which they placed around their necks, and with other trifles of the 

insignificant worth that delighted them and by which we have got wonderful hold on their affections.”  

From the diary of Christopher Columbus during his first voyage of exploration. 

“ Saturday, 13 October. [1492] At daybreak great multitudes of men came to the shore, all young and of fine 

shapes, very handsome; their hair not curled but straight and coarse like horse-hair, and all with foreheads and 

heads much broader than any people I had seen; They came loaded with balls of cotton, parrots, javelins, and 

other things too numerous to mention; these they exchanged for whatever we chose to give them. “ 
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DOC C 

Agricultural Change 

Exchanging crops proved to be a far more intricate, involved process than ever could have been imagined at the 

time. Remarkably, the people of the Americas realized that crops with higher caloric value could not only feed 

more people, but also allowed people to work harder because they were more energized. This led to an adoption 

of American crops by European peasantries that changed entire cuisines in various cultures and spread rapidly 

through the Americas, Europe and finally, Africa. An important crop in Europe was potatoes, as they could be left 

in the ground until they were ready to be eaten and allowed many Europeans to evade taxes, as tax collectors did 

not go so far as to dig up not yet harvested crops. Similarly, potatoes were also a helpful crop and food source 

because when armies invaded and rounded up food for themselves, they were similarly unable to steal the 

potatoes; thereby, leaving food for the European people. Animals were also a key part of the Columbian 

Exchange. Horses, pigs, sheep, and cattle were all European animals that flourished rapidly in the Americas 

because they were able to reproduce without being hindered by predators. Pigs were also a key animal used 

during ocean travels because they could be dumped on the way to a country or place and then picked up and 

eaten on the way back. The horse, too, was also a very useful animal as it helped with battle; it allowed for faster 

travel, it allowed for the surprising of opponents, and allowed people to fight from a higher level. 

“Columbian Exchange” March 31, 2006 Lauren Rees 
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Columbian Exchange 
Document Based 

Question 
Name:______________________________________                             Block:_____ 

Directions:  Using the provided documents, provide evidence and analysis for whether Exploreres had a positive 

or negative effect on the natives.  You must have 4 examples of evidence and analysis FROM THE DOCUMENTS. 
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